2007 Gala Old School, New Students: Bringing the Arts Downtown by Gonzalez, Alex & Riske, Barbara




a r t s 
About the Young Artists ... continued 
Alex Gonzalez is a senior at the Las Vegas Academy of Per-
forming Arts as a music major. Alex is a Liberace Scholar at the 
Nevada School of the Arts and is under the tutelage of Shakeh 
Ghoukasian . He is a long time member of the Las Vegas Youth 
Orchestras and serves as the concertmaster of the Youth Phil-
harmonic. Alex was a first place winner of the Silver State and 
Bolognini Competitions . Alex was also the first place winner 
of the Music Teachers National Association Competition in the 
state of Nevada in the High School Division. He was awarded Honorable Mention in 
the Southwest Division Competition in Salt Lake City in 2007 . Alex soloed with the Las 
Vegas Philharmonic in January of 2007 as a Young Artist Concerto Competition winner. 
Alex was a member of Las Vegas Summer Music Festival in the summer of 2005 and 
2006. He spent two weeks in Ottawa, Kansas "Sound Encounters " Music Camp in 2006 
and studied with Brian Lewis and Bill Preucil. 
Alex was the Emerson Scholarship Recipient in 2007 for the Interlochen Summer Camp 
and served as the concertmaster of Youth World Orchestra. 
He has performed at the American String Teachers Association Conference in Reno in 
2005 and at the Suzuki National Association Conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota in 
2006 with the Nevada School of the Arts Advanced Violin Ensemble. 
Alex wishes to pursue a career in music and hopes to study at a major conservatory. 
Octet members were all participants of the Green Valley Chamber Music Festival in the 
summer of 2007 . These young performers are members of Las Vegas Youth Philharmonic 
and students at the Las Vegas Academy of the Performing Arts and Shadow Ridge High 
School. Five of the members are seniors and most of them will be pursuing their studies 
in music. 
Barbara Riske (Piano) An accomplished concert pianist , Ms . Riske is on the piano 
faculty at the Uruversity of Nevada, Las Vegas. Ms. Riske collaborates with many local 
and nationally known artists throughout the United States and has collaborated with the 
Nevada School of the Arts String Faculty for many years , accompanying many students 
for state and national competitions . 
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